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Abstract

The aim of this study is to analyze Ancient Greek tragedy texts in terms of citizenship. For this purpose,
tragedy texts written by Euripides, Aeschylus and Sophocles were analyzed. The research was designed
within the scope of qualitative research and the data were obtained through document analysis. The
data obtained from the research were analyzed with the content analysis technique. The results
obtained in the research results are as follows: In the Ancient Greek tragedy texts, patriotism was found
to be the most important value that citizens should have, while hard work, gender equality, cleanliness,
thrift and animalism were found to be the least important. The skills that citizens should possess in the
texts are critical thinking, self-control, decision-making, legal literacy, political literacy, leadership, and
at the least, recognizing stereotypes and prejudices, perceiving change and continuity, discussion and
using evidence. As for the duties and responsibilities that citizens should have in Ancient Greek tragedy
texts, the most important ones are: putting one’s homeland above everything else, then being able to
find solutions to the problems of the people and protecting the people, being courageous, being
responsible, and the least important ones are obeying the law, being helpful, and military duty. In other
studies to be conducted, countries can be examined comparatively in terms of citizenship with the
concept of citizen in the current education systems and Ancient Greek tragedy or different texts that
may be related to the past.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ancient Greece, tragedy, citizenship.

Introduction

Democracy, which dates back to the early periods of Ancient Greece, has acquired
different meanings in many fields and in different forms of government throughout the ages.
Democracy is a compound of the Greek words démos (people) and kratéin (to rule) (Tietze,
2016). The meanings attributed to the concept of “citizen”, one of the basic concepts of
democracy, have been constantly debated. The concept of citizenship; in addition to being a
concept indicating belonging to the government and the state, it also covers different rights
and responsibilities within different forms of government in parallel with the understanding
of democracy of the period (Giilalp, 2008). In Aristotle, one of the philosophers of Antiquity,
while the concept of citizen is far from covering the entire “people” and indicates a privileged
position, the bond of citizenship is in a privileged position (Kiran, 2019). In this respect,
citizenship, in Ancient Greece’s own system, differs from the citizenship narrative of today’s
democracy and includes specific completions within itself.

Although the origins of tragedy are defined literally as “goat song” (Liddell & Scott,
1940), tragedy, in the sense in which it was discovered in Athens, took place in the culture as
plays performed at the vintage festivals organised in the name of Dionysus, the god of wine
(Sowerby, 2012). After this period, primitive tragedy and Greek tragedy were separated, and
the contents of the tragedies performed gained a mythological, religious and political identity.
At the moment when the absolute power of power began to dissolve with the social movement
in the ancient period and democracy began to be discussed in the agoras, the birth of tragedy
began (Mordeniz, 2008). The term theatre, derived from the Ancient Greek theaomai “to look,
to watch” verb root with the suffix “+ter”, which makes the name of tool, profession and place
from the verb (Harper, 2024), is a word that has reached the whole world by passing into Latin
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and French over time. The word’s self-existence begins with the transfer of the hunting rituals
developed by human beings as a result of the hunting-gathering period to other individuals.
The hunter returning to his cave and telling others how he caught his prey constitutes a rough
imitation of the hunting process. In order to make the transfer of these hunting techniques and
imitations to others more realistic, animal skins, bones, different simple tools are used as
costumes and decorations in order to make the actual movement more permanent in human
education (Fuat, 2010). Although all these ritual stages and tools of imitation reveal the
beginning of theatre, this primitive drama also forms the basis of education and training in
terms of its use as an informal educational tool (Konur, 2001). This most primitive way of
education shows that human beings have existed in nature through the transfer of knowledge
in every age, and that this accumulation has been provided with different methods for the
transfer of knowledge as long as it has existed. The imitations made in any way whatsoever
become the property of groups and societies in the process that lasts for ages with the effect of
human being being a social being.

While societies use many methods, techniques and materials for the transfer of
knowledge, skills, values and traditions, the use of all these to make the student effective in
education even today extends to teaching with drama (Geng, 2003). The birth of tragedy in the
ancient period is a didactic activity that both exists in a sense inherent in the adaptation of the
people to the social order and appeals to all cognitive and affective perceptions of the people
in the political order, involving protection and struggle (Bonnard, 2004). Didacticism, on the
other hand, contains “-dens” i.e. “learning” in its word origin and the didactic includes what is
“related to education” (Harper, 2024), and in every period of tragedy, the didactic concepts in
it have evolved to the purpose of citizenship education. Because the position of tragedy in
Athenian democracy in this period, together with comedy, was agoras, festivals, public spaces,
that is, democratic spaces. The importance of tragedy is that it is the greatest instrument for
historians and philosophers to develop their speeches on the rights of the people and to defend
the people in these places (Bonnard, 2004). The development of this instrument from these
ages to the present day, with the transfer of inevitable sufferings, losses, death scenes, social
shocking defeats, events that make the society despair to the stage as a dialogue and the
transformation of this stage into a social learning space, has shaped the oldest meeting scenes
between the power and the people, while shaping the basic philosophy of citizenship education
based on these basic texts (Roselli, 2011). Althusser (1965) focused on the identification of the
audience of the theatrical with the work on the stage, and emphasised that when this
identification occurs not only in feelings but also in values, the audience will identify with the
ideology desired by the one on the stage. In this context, since tragedies are a field where
citizenship education is given, how is the concept of citizen expressed in Ancient Greek
tragedies? This question constitutes the problem sentence of the research. It is expected that
the research will make a significant contribution to the field by determining how the concept
of citizen is expressed in Ancient Greek tragedy texts and providing information about how
today’s concept of citizen has been reached. Today, with the formation of the concept of global
citizenship, we see that individuals from different cultures have common values and skills.
Although different cultural societies show different characteristics from each other in general,
it is possible to talk about common values and skills that are accepted by everyone. For this
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reason, the tragedy texts written in Ancient Greece, where the concept of citizenship, which
constitutes the problem sentence of this study, was first used, were analyzed in terms of the
concept of citizenship. With this study, which values, skills and duties and responsibilities that
citizens should have from past to present show similarities and differences with today. This
study has tried to reveal the results of this study. In addition, since there is no such study in
the literature, it is thought that it will fill a gap in the field.

The aim of the study is to examine the concept of citizenship in Ancient Greek tragedy
texts. In this direction, answers to the following questions were sought:

1. What are the values in ancient Greek tragedy texts?
2. What are the citizenship skills in ancient Greek tragedy texts?

3. What are the duties and responsibilities of citizens in ancient Greek tragedy texts?

Method

Research Design

The research was carried out with qualitative research method. Qualitative research is
the presentation of events and perceptions in a natural environment with a holistic approach
(Yildirnm & Simsek, 2011). In research, it is important to determine a research design
appropriate to the problem statement (Merriam, 2013). The reason for the preference of
qualitative research method is that qualitative research design was preferred in order to
examine the artefacts of the past in detail.

Source of Data

The data in the study were determined according to the purposeful sampling method.
Purposive sampling is a method that contributes to the acquisition of findings through in-
depth examination of situations containing rich data (Patton, 1987). The data sources of the
study consisted of twenty tragedy texts written by Euripides, Aeschylus and Sophocles, the
most known tragedy writers of Ancient Greece. The reason for choosing ancient Greek tragedy
texts as data source is that these texts were written within the framework of a didactic
understanding by addressing political issues.

Data Collection and Analysis

The data of the study were collected by document analysis method. According to
Yildirim and Simsek (2021), in cases where observation or direct interview cannot be obtained
in a qualitative research, data can be collected by using the document analysis method alone.
The documents of this study consist of twenty tragedy texts written by Euripides, Aeschylus
and Sophocles.

In the process of analyzing the data of the research, the data were analyzed with the
content analysis technique. While analyzing, the data were first analyzed separately and then
together by the researchers and the data were described. While analyzing the data, codes were
extracted from the texts by the researchers within the scope of the research questions. These
codes were grouped under common categories. The codes collected under the tables were also
sorted according to their frequency density. While analyzing the data, a part of the research

75



International Journal of Life Science and Social Studies Education (IJLSSSE), 2024, 2(1), 72-90

text was analyzed by an external independent researcher. In this way, the difference between
the findings of the external independent researcher and the researchers was examined, and
since the similarity rate was high, the analysis was continued by the researchers and the
findings were reached. The findings were supported with direct quotations from the texts.

Ethical Permits of Research:

In this study, all the rules specified to be followed within the scope of “Higher Education
Institutions Scientific Research and Publication Ethics Directive” were complied with. None of
the actions specified under the heading “Actions Contrary to Scientific Research and
Publication Ethics”, which is the second part of the directive, have been taken.

Ethics Committee Permission Information:
Ethical approval was not required as the data in this study were not collected on persons
or other living beings and were obtained from publicly published documents.
Findings

The findings obtained from twenty tragedy texts written by the ancient Greek tragedy
writers Euripides, Aeschylus and Sophocles are given below. The findings are discussed in
three sections in terms of values, skills and duties and responsibilities. The findings obtained
as a result of the study are presented below.

Table 1.
Values that Citizens should have in Ancient Greek Tragedy Texts

Values f f
Patriotism 238 Self-esteem 34
Friendship 86 Admit your mistakes 33
Justice 86 Giving importance to family unity 30
Bravery 86 Couresty 26
Integrity 82 Sensitivity-common sense 25
Freedom 81 Belonging 25
Rational behaviour 74 Solidarity 24
Respectability 72 Humility 22
Hospitality 71 Patience 22
To be able to react to injustice 64 Tolerance 17
Morality - virtue 60 Peace 16
Sacrifice 59 Appreciation 15
Merit 57 Equality 13
Responsibility 49 Autonomy 9

Trust 46 Humanism 8

Love 46 Respect and love for the environment 8

Independence 44 Diligence 6

Self-confidence 44 Gender equality 3

Benevolence 43 Cleaniless 3

Compassion 42 Thrift 2

Respect 37 Animal patriorism 2

Fidelity 37

Being a example 35

According to Table 1, the following findings were found as the values that citizens
should have in Ancient Greek tragedy texts: The most common value is patriotism (f=238),
followed by friendship (f=86), justice (f=86), bravery (f=86), integrity (f=82), freedom (f=81),
rational behaviour (f=74), respectability (f=72), hospitality (f=71), to be able to react to
injustice (f=64) morality—virtue (f=60), sacrifice (f=59), merit (f=57), responsibility (f=49),
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trust (f=46), love (f=46), independence (f=44), self-confidence (f=44), benevolence (f=43),
compassion (f=42), respect (f=37), fidelity (f=37), being an example (f=35), self-esteem (f=34),
admit your mistakes (f=33), giving importance to family unity (f=30), couresty (f=26),
sensivity-common sense (f=25), belonging (f=25), solidarity (f=24), humility (f=22), patience
(f=22), tolerance (f=17), peace (f=16), appreciation (f=16), equality (f=13), autonomy (f=9),
humanism (f=8), respect and love for the environment (f=8) and the least values were diligence
(f=6), gender equality (f=3), cleanliness (f=3), thrift (f=2) and animal patriotism (f=2). An
example of a tragedy text in Aeschylus (2012) about the value of patriotism, which is the most
frequently reached value, can be given as follows:

“Now I call out to you, to you,

O young men whose moustache is not yet grey, and O old men of old age!
Increase the strength of your body,

So much so, in defence of our city,

So that we can defend the temples of our country’s gods,

And so, we will protect our children and our beloved motherland
Let us honour our protecting gods!

Because you played on the meadows of your homeland as a child,
He looked after you, he carried all your burdens

and equip them to be loyal citizens,

He raised you and brought you to these days of service...”

As exemplified in the excerpt, in the tragedy Seven Against Thebes written by the
Ancient Greek poet Aeschylus, the importance of loyal citizenship towards the homeland and
the importance of defending the city against enemies appear as an example that enables this
text to be associated with citizenship value.

Table 2.

Skills that Citizens should have in Ancient Greek Tragedy Texts
Skills f f
Critical thinking 232 Problem solving 90
Self-audit 173 Partnership 85
Decision making 167 Empathy 73
Legal literacy 161 Reconciliation 72
Political literacy 144 Recognising stereotypes and prejudices 65
Leadership 143 Perceiving change and continuity 57
Foresight 141 Argument 56
Perceiving space 136 Using evidence 52
Adaptability 131
Financial literacy 106

According to Table 2, the following findings were found as the skills that citizens should
have in Ancient Greek tragedy texts: The most common skill is critical thinking (f=232),
followed by self-audit (f=173), decision-making (f=167), legal literacy (f=161), political literacy
(f=144), leadership (f=143), foresight (f=141), perceiving space (f=136), adaptibility (f=131),
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financal literacy (f=106), problem solving (f=90), partnership (f=85), empathy (f=73),
reconciliation (f=72) and the least common skills are recognising stereotypes and prejudices
(f=65), perceiving change and continuity (f=57), argument (f=56) and using evidence (f=52).
As an example of the critical thinking skill, which is the most frequently, achieved skill, the
following quote from a tragedy text written by Euripides (2012) can be given as an example:

“The insensate creature has no ability to feel pain at all,
Only wise men hear; in the minds of wise men
If there is excessive reason, it does not go unpunished...”

In the given quotation, a critical approach on the freedom of thinking is seen and a
society in which those who use their minds are punished is criticised. As seen in this example,
the importance of free thought and critical thinking is emphasised.

Table 3.

Duties and Responsibilities that Citizens should have in Ancient Greek Tragedy Texts
Duties and responsibilities f
Putting your homeland above many things 217
Finding solutions to the problems of the people and protecting the people 135
Being courageous 108
Being responsible 96
Obeying the law 83
Being helpful 57
Military duty 56

According to Table 3, the following findings were found as the duties and
responsibilities that citizens should have in Ancient Greek tragedy texts: The most common
duty and responsibility is putting your homeland above many things (f=217), followed by
finding solutions to the problems of the people and protecting the people (f=135), being
courageous (f=108), being responsible (f=96), and the least common ones are obeying the law
(f=83), being helpful (f=57), and military duty (f=56). When the tragedy texts are analysed, the
most common duty and responsibility, “putting your homeland above many things”, can be
exemplified with the following quotation from the text Antigone written by the Ancient Greek
poet Sophocles (2012):

“Anyone whose relatives

If he puts it above love of country

I don’t take him for granted, because I...

I cannot remain silent when the state is in danger,

I cannot consider enemies of the country as my friends.
Let’s keep this in mind:

Our existence is in the shadow of this state.”

In these verses on love of homeland, there is a direct example of the phenomenon of
“putting your homeland above many things”, which is also related to citizenship values. This
tragedy excerpt, written in the first person, exemplifies the most prominent finding of the table
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of duties and responsibilities. This example from Sophocles also expresses an aspect in which
values and duties and responsibilities are intertwined. This is because a tragedy text, in which
values and duties and responsibilities are combined and a text is intended to educate them
implicitly or explicitly, will not hesitate to advise the future according to its shortcomings. In
addition to all of this, the finding that the quote’s clear message contains also refers to many
values, skills and duties and responsibilities.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results obtained in the study in which Ancient Greek tragedy texts were analysed
in terms of citizenship concepts are as follows. The following results were obtained in Ancient
Greek tragedy texts as the values that citizens should have. The most common values in these
texts are patriotism, followed by friendship, justice, being brave, honesty, freedom, acting
rationally, respect, hospitality, being able to react to injustice, morality-virtue, altruism, merit,
responsibility, trust, love, independence, self-confidence, benevolence, compassion, respect,
loyalty, and being an example, self-respect, acceptance of mistakes, caring for family unity,
kindness, sensitivity-common sense, belonging, solidarity, humility, patience, tolerance,
peace, appreciation, equality, autonomy, humanism, respect for the environment, love, and the
concepts of industriousness, gender equality, cleanliness, thrift, and animalism were the least.
As the skills that citizens should have in Ancient Greek tragedy texts, critical thinking, self-
audit, decision-making, legal literacy, political literacy, leadership, and at least the skills of
recognising stereotypes and prejudice, perceiving change and continuity, discussion,
autonomy and using evidence were found in the texts examined. As for the duties and
responsibilities that citizens should have in Ancient Greek tragedy texts: the most common
duty and responsibility is putting your homeland above many things, and then, respectively,
being able to produce solutions to the people’s problems and protect their people, being
courageous, being responsible, and at least to obey the law, being helpful, and military duty. It
is clearly seen that the findings are compatible with the inherent purpose of tragedy. Because,
as a result of the tragedy nature of the analysed works, these results were obtained as a result
of the inherent purpose of tragedy “Every passionate state takes place in a common movement:
Pride rises, jealousy bends and hides, shame descends, boasting turns...” (Lecoq, 1987, p.152).
The catastrophe narrative in the tragic is important (Tobin, 1966). In accordance with this
definition, the fact that tragedy contains a purification, teaching and didactic form has also
ensured that it inevitably contains many values, skills, duties and responsibilities. As the study
shows, the fact that the most common values, skills, duties and responsibilities are directly
related to the concept of citizenship shows that a politicised tragic narrative is detectable in
Ancient Greek texts. The wide range of results in the fields of values, skills, duties and
responsibilities in Ancient Greek tragedies is directly related to the fact that the Ancient Greek
polis included many institutions and structures that were organised ahead of their time
compared to other state formations, included comprehensive definitions of citizenship in their
own laws, and shaped the state-public connection in a way that would set an example even for
Rome in later dates (Blanck, 1999).

Even though citizenship has had different meanings in different ages, the approach of
humanity to the phenomenon of “citizen” as been similar throughout the ages. When the laws
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made since ancient times, the decisions made by states or all kinds of diplomatic texts are
analysed, there are values, skills and responsibilities that a citizen should always have. Today,
although these are concretely established and supervised by institutions, it cannot be said that
they have been put forward without being influenced by the past. As the study reveals, while
there are many values, skills and responsibilities that have been transferred from Ancient
Greece to the present day, there are also many that have lost their importance today.
Citizenship education, which is addressed by the modern approaches of today’s world, focuses
on ensuring the adaptation of individuals to society and raising effective citizens. In line with
this purpose, the policies of countries also change (Ustel, 2014). It is undeniable that each
country has put forward a cumulative system of values by making use of both its own history
and the history of other countries. As revealed in this study, the fact that the results contain
similar concepts with today, that these concepts are included in tragedies, which are literary
texts, that these tragedies are staged in places where the public is intertwined, and that they
are tried to be adopted by the society in a covert or overt way stand out as a policy that overlaps
with today. According to Delil (2024), the term citizenship is used in Ancient Greece in a
similar sense to today. The results of this study also support the results obtained from the
research.

As societies and institutions change and transform, it is essential to ensure that each
society transforms without losing its own dynamics, traditions, customs and national
instruments. The fact that legislators and authorities are conducting policies with the
awareness of all these is a clear situation that can be seen in today’s world countries. This
policy, which has not changed since the history of humanity, creates an adjacent situation with
the teachings of the past affecting the future. The fact that tragedy contains a lot of the political
brings to mind the concept of catastrophe, which can be defined both as the end of a staging
and as the destruction of values (Pavis, 1996). In a Nietzschean perspective, the destruction
that results from an experience that ends in catastrophe is seen as a perspective that
reconstructs values and transforms the tragic into the affirmation of life (Ravenhill, 2001).
What is clearly understandable in this perspective is that both the creation and the destruction
of values are in the hands of human beings, resulting in the concept of decadence. Decadence
is the fact that humanity, which holds the creation of values in its hands, also witnesses the
collapse of its values over time and is in the process of value creation again (Kose, 2008), and
as a result of this process, human beings, faced with catastrophe, i.e. disaster, create their own
values, cultural elements and beliefs again. The destructions experienced in the resolution
scenes of tragedies are important in terms of creating an opportunity for the reconstruction of
values. The values narrative in Nietzsche’s (2016) The Birth of Tragedy (Die Geburt der
Tragodie aus dem Geiste der Musik) includes the re-evaluation of values and the creation of
new values as a result of this catastrophe and decadence cycle.

It is seen that the examination of tragedies in terms of values education is important in
terms of criticism of values, destruction of values and reconstruction of values as a result of
what happens in the cycle of the exposition-node-resolution of tragedy plays (Oztiirk & Cigir
Dikyol, 2013). When we consider the results of the research as a whole, it is seen that the results
obtained are derived from the catastrophes (catastrophe) experienced in the node sections in
terms of values in the event cycles of the tragedies examined and the lives reconstructed in the
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solution section. The structure of Ancient Greece, which is open to transformation within itself,
has carried the concrete remains of this transformation to the present day in terms of
philosophy, sciences and culture (Kostara, 2022). The fact that there are many values rather
than the frequencies of the values obtained in the study shows that Ancient Greece did not have
a closed mind structure towards different cultures and therefore different values. When we
examine the ancient Greek tragedy texts in terms of skills and responsibilities, which are the
other basic characteristics of the citizen, it is seen that there are many skills and
responsibilities. When these results are evaluated, it is seen that there are basic features that
today’s citizens should have. In general, the results obtained from the research show that when
we look at the characteristics of the concept of citizen depicted in Ancient Greek tragedy texts,
there are similarities with the concept of citizen today.

Recommendations

Based on the results of the research, the following suggestions can be developed: In the
research, the concept of citizen in Ancient Greek theatre texts was examined. In other studies
to be conducted, countries can be examined comparatively in terms of citizenship with the
concept of citizen in the current education systems and Ancient Greek tragedy or different texts
that may be related to the past. In this way, it can be useful to reveal similarities and differences
between the past and the current concept of citizenship.

In other studies, the concept of citizenship can be taken and analysed with different
dimensions. In the research, data were collected through document analysis, and different data
collection techniques can be employed in similar studies. The data obtained in this study can
be integrated into the existing education systems of the countries and the lost values can be
kept alive.
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Antik Yunan Tragedyalarinin Vatandashk
Kavrami Baglaminda Incelenmesi

http://www.ijlssse.com

Ozet

Arastirmada, Antik Yunan tragedya metinlerinin vatandaslik agisindan incelenmesi amaclanmistir. Bu
amac dogrultusunda Euripides, Aiskhiilos ve Sofokles tarafindan kaleme alinan tragedya metinleri
incelenmistir. Arastirma nitel arastirma kapsaminda tasarlanmis olup veriler dokiiman incelemesi
aracihigiyla elde edilmistir. Aragstirmadan elde edilen veriler ise icerik analizi teknigi ile analiz
edilmistir. Arastirma sonuclarinda elde edilen sonuclar su sekildedir: Antik Yunan tragedya
metinlerinde vatandasin sahip olmasi gereken degerler olarak ¢ogunlukla vatanseverlik en az olarak
ise caligkanlik, cinsiyet esitligi, temizlik, tasarruf ve hayvanseverliktir. Metinlerde vatandaglarin sahip
olmasi gereken beceriler olarak ise en ¢ok elestirel diisiinme ve sonra sirasiyla 6z denetim, karar verme,
hukuk okuryazarhig, politik okuryazarlik, liderlik ve en az olarak ise kalip yarg1 ve on yargiy: fark etme,
degisim ve siirekliligi algilama, tartisma ve kanit kullanmadir. Antik Yunan tragedya metinlerinde
vatandaglarin sahip olmasi gereken gorev ve sorumluluklar olarak ise en ¢ok vatanini bir¢ok seyden
iistiin tutmak ve sonra sirasiyla halkin sorunlarina ¢éziimler iiretebilmek ve halkini korumak, cesaretli
olmak, sorumluluk sahibi olmak ve en az olarak ise yasalara uymak, yardimsever olmak, askerlik
gorevidir. Yapilacak olan diger caligmalarda da iilkeler su anki mevcut egitim sistemlerinde yer alan
vatandas kavrami ile Antik Yunan tragedya veya ge¢mise ait ilgili olabilecek farkli metinler vatandaglik
acisindan karsilagstirmali olarak incelenebilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Antik Yunan, tragedya, vatandaslik.

Giris

Antik Yunan’in erken donemlerinden bugiine kadar uzanan demokrasi, ¢caglar boyunca
bircok alanda, farkli yonetim bigimleri icerisinde farkli anlamlar edinmistir. Demokrasi,
kelime anlami olarak Yunanca démos (halk) ve kratéin (hiikim stirmek) kelimelerinin bir
bilesigidir (Tietze, 2016). Demokrasinin temel kavramlarindan biri olan “vatandas” kavramina
addedilen anlamlar siirekli tartisilagelmistir. Vatandashk kavrami; yonetime ve devlete aidiyet
belirten bir kavram olmasina ek, farkli yonetim bicimleri icinde farkli hak ve sorumluluklar:
da donemin demokrasi anlayisina paralel olarak kapsar (Giilalp, 2008). Antik Cagin
filozoflarindan Aristoteles’te vatandas kavrami “halk”in tamamimi kapsamaktan uzak ve
ayricalikli bir konum olarak belirtirken vatandaghk bagi, ayricalikli bir konumda bulunur
(Kiran, 2019). Bu yoniiyle vatandashk, Antik Yunan'in kendi sisteminde bugiiniin
demokrasisinin vatandaslik anlatisindan ayrilarak, kendi icinde spesifik tamamlamalari icerir.

Antik donemde toplumsal devinim ile iktidarin mutlak giiciiniin ¢oziilmeye basladig
ve demokrasinin artik agoralarda tartisilmaya basladigi anda tragedyanin da dogusu
baslamistir (Mordeniz, 2008). Egitimin bu en ilkel yolu, insanin her c¢agda bilgi aktarimi
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sayesinde dogada var oldugunu, var oldugu siirece de bilgi aktarimi icin farkl yontemler ile bu
birikimin saglandigim1 gostermektedir. Her ne sekilde olursa olsun yapilan taklitler, insanin
sosyal bir varlik olusunun da etkisiyle gruplara ve caglar siiren siirecte toplumlara mal olur.

Tragedyalar vatandaslik egitiminin verildigi bir alan olmasi nedeniyle, Antik Yunan
tragedyalarinda vatandas kavrami nasil ifade edilmektedir? Sorusu arastirmanin problem
climlesini olusturmaktadir. Giiniimiiz kiiresel vatandaslik kavraminin olusmasiyla birlikte
farkh kiiltiirlerden gelen bireylerin ortak deger ve becerilere sahip olduklarini gormekteyiz.
Farkl kiiltiirel toplumlar birbirlerinden genel olarak farkl o6zellikler gosterse de genel olarak
insani insan yapan herkes tarafindan kabul edilen ortak deger ve becerilerden soz etmek
miimkiindiir. Bu nedenle bu ¢alismanin problem ciimlesini olusturan vatandashk kavraminin
ilk kullanilmaya basladigi Antik Yunan’da yazilan tragedya metinleri vatandashk kavrami
yoniinden incelenmistir. Bu ¢calismayla birlikte ge¢misten giiniimiize vatandasin sahip olmasi
gereken hangi deger, beceri ve gorev sorumluluklar giiniimiiz ile benzerlik ve farklilik
gostermektedir. Bu ¢alisma sonuglari ile ortaya konulmaya calisilmigtir. Arastirmanin amaci,
Antik Yunan tragedya metinlerinde yer alan vatandashik kavraminin incelenmesi
hedeflenmistir. Bu dogrultuda asagidaki sorulara cevap aranmistir.

1. Antik Yunan tragedya metinlerinde yer alan degerler nelerdir?
2. Antik Yunan tragedya metinlerinde yer alan vatandaslhk becerileri nelerdir?
3. Antik Yunan tragedya metinlerinde vatandasin gorev ve sorumluluklar nelerdir?

Yontem

Arastirmanin Deseni

Aragtirma, nitel aragtirma yontemi ile gerceklestirilmistir. Nitel arastirmalar dogal bir
ortamda olay ve algilarin biitiinciil bir yaklasimla ortaya konmasidir (Yildirim & Simsek, 2011).
Yapilan aragtirmalarda, problem climlesine uygun bir arastirma deseni belirlemek 6nemlidir
(Merriam, 2013).

Verilerin Kaynag:

Calismada veriler amach 6rnekleme yontemine gore belirlenmistir. Amacli 6rnekleme,
zengin veri iceren durumlarin, derinlemesine incelenmesi yoluyla bulgularin edinilmesine
katki saglayan bir yontemdir (Patton, 1987).

Verilerin Toplanmasi ve Analizi

Aragtirmanin verileri, dokiiman incelemesi yontemi ile toplanmigtir. Aragtirmanin veri
kaynaklarini, Antik Yunanin en bilinen tragedya yazarlar1 olan Euripides, Aiskhiilos ve
Sofokles’in yazmis oldugu yirmi adet tragedya metinleri olusturmustur. Antik Yunan tragedya
metinlerinin veri kaynag olarak secilmesinin sebebi, bu metinlerin politik konulari ele alarak
didaktik bir anlayis cercevesinde yazilmis olmasidir.

Arastirmanin verilerinin analizi siirecinde ise icerik analizi teknigi ile veriler analiz
edilmistir. Analiz edilirken arastirmacilar tarafindan 6nce ayr1 ayr1 sonra biraraya gelinerek
veriler analiz edilmis ve veriler betimlenmistir. Elde edilen bulgular ise metinlerden alinan
dogrudan alintilarla desteklenmistir.
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Arastirmanin Etik izinleri:

Bu calismada “Yiiksekogretim Kurumlar Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi Yonergesi”
kapsaminda uyulmasi gerektigi belirtilen tiim kurallara uyulmustur. Yonergenin ikinci boliimii
olan “Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yayin Etigine Aykir1 Eylemler” bashgi altinda belirtilen eylemlerin
higbiri gerceklestirilmemistir.

Etik Kurul izin Bilgileri:

Bu calismadaki veriler kisiler ve diger canlilar {izerinden toplanmadig ve kamuya acik
olarak yayinlanmis dokiimanlardan elde edildigi icin etik onay gerekli degildir.

Bulgular
Tablo 1.
Antik Yunan Tragedya Metinlerinde Vatandasin Sahip Olmasi Gereken Degerler

Degerler f f
Vatanseverlik 238  Ozsaygl 34
Dostluk 86  Hatalarini kabullenme 33
Adalet 86  Aile birligine 6nem verme 30
Cesur olma 86  Nezaket 26
Diiriistliik 82  Duyarhlik-sagduyu 25
Ozgiirliik 81  Aidiyet 25
Akilc1 davranma 74  Dayanisma 24
Sayginlik 72 Alcakgonilliliik 22
Misafirperverlik 71 Sabir 22
Haksizliklara tepki verebilmek 64  Hosgori 17
Ahlak - erdem 60  Barig 16
Fedakarhk 59  Takdir etmek 15
Liyakat 57  Esitlik 13
Sorumluluk 49  Ozerklik 9
Giiven 46  Hiimanizm 8
Sevgi 46  Cevreye saygl ve sevgi 8
Bagimsizlik 44  Cahgkanlik 6
Ozgiiven 44  Cinsiyet esitligi 3
Yardimseverlik 43  Temizlik 3
Merhamet 42  Tasarruf 2
Saygi 37  Hayvanseverlik 2
Vefa 37

Ornek olmak 35

Tablo 1’e gore Yunan tragedya metinlerinde vatandaslarin sahip olmasi gereken
degerler olarak su bulgulara ulasilmistir: En ¢ok ulasilan deger vatanseverlik (f=238) ve sonra
sirasiyla dostluk (f=86), adalet (f=86), cesur olma (f=86), diiriistliik (f=82), ozgiirliik (f=81),
akile1 davranma (f=74), sayginhik (f=72), misafirperverlik (f=71), haksizliklara tepki
verebilmek (f=64), ahlak-erdem (f=60), fedakarhk (f=59), liyakat (f=57), sorumluluk (f=49),
giiven (f=46), sevgi (f=46), bagimsizlik (f=44), ozgiiven (f=44), yardimseverlik (f=43),
merhamet (f=43) sayg1 (f=37), vefa (f=37), 6rnek olmak (f=35), 6zsayg1 (f=34), hatalarim
kabullenme (f=33), aile birligine 6nem verme (f=30), nezaket (f=26), duyarlhilik-sagduyu
(f=25), aidiyet (f=25), dayamisma (f=24), alcakgoniilliiliik (f=22), sabir (f=22), hosgorii (f=17),
baris (f=16), takdir etmek (f=16), esitlik (f=13), 6zerklik (f=9), hiimanizm (f=8), cevreye saygi
ve sevgi (f=8) ve en az olarak ise caligkanlik (f=6), cinsiyet esitligi (f=3), temizlik (f=3), tasarruf
(f=2) ve hayvanseverlik (f=2) olarak elde edilmistir.
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Tablo 2.

Antik Yunan Tragedya Metinlerinde Vatandasin Sahip Olmast Gereken Beceriler
Beceriler f f
Elestirel diigsiinme 232 Problem ¢ozme 90
Oz denetim 173 Is birligi 85
Karar verme 167 Empati 73
Hukuk okuryazarligi 161 Uzlasma 72
Politik okuryazarlik 144 Kalip yarg1 ve onyargiy1 fark etme 65
Liderlik 143 Degisim ve siirekliligi algilama 57
Tleri goriisliiliik 141 Tartisma 56
Mekani algilama 136 Kanit kullanma 52
Uyum saglama 131
Finansal okuryazarlik 106

Tablo 2’ye gore Antik Yunan tragedya metinlerinde vatandaslarin sahip olmasi gereken
beceriler olarak su bulgulara ulasilmistir: En cok ulagilan beceri elestirel diisiinme (f=232) ve sonra
sirasiyla 6z denetim (f=173), karar verme (f=167), hukuk okuryazarhgi (f=161), politik okuryazarlik
(f=144), liderlik (f=143), ileri goriisliiliik (f=141), mekam algilama (f=136), uyum saglama (f=131),
finansal okuryazarlik (f=106), problem c¢ézme (f=90), is birligi (f=85), empati (f=73), uzlasma
(f=72) ve en az olarak ise kalip yarg1 ve 6n yargiy1 fark etme (f=65), degisim ve siirekliligi algilama
(f=57), tartisma (f=56),) ve kamit kullanma (f=52) olarak elde edilmistir.

Tablo 3.
Antik Yunan Tragedya Metinlerinde Vatandasin Sahip Olmasi Gereken Gorev ve Sorumluluklar

Gorev ve Sorumluluklar f

Vatanini bircok seyden tistiin tutmak 217
Halkin sorunlarina ¢éziimler iiretebilmek ve halkini korumak 135
Cesaretli olmak 108
Sorumluluk sahibi olmak 96
Yasalara uymak 83
Yardimsever olmak 57
Askerlik gorevi 56

Tablo 3’e gore Antik Yunan tragedya metinlerinde vatandaslarin sahip olmasi gereken
gorev ve sorumluluklar olarak su bulgulara ulagilmistir: En ¢ok ulasilan gorev ve sorumluluk
vatanim bircok seyden iistiin tutmak (f=217) ve sonra sirasiyla halkin sorunlarina ¢oziimler
iiretebilmek ve halkim1 korumak (f=135), cesaretli olmak (f=108), sorumluluk sahibi olmak
(f=96), ve en az olarak ise yasalara uymak (f=83), yardimsever olmak (f=57), askerlik gorevi
(f=56) olarak elde edilmistir.

Tartisma ve Sonuc¢

Antik Yunan tragedya metinlerinin vatandashk kavramlar1 agisindan incelendigi
calismada elde edilen sonuclar su sekildedir: Vatandaslarin sahip olmasi1 gereken degerler
olarak Antik Yunan tragedya metinlerinde su sonuclar elde edilmistir. Bu metinlerde degerler
olarak en ¢ok vatanseverlik ve en az olarak ise ¢aligkanlik, cinsiyet esitligi, temizlik, tasarruf ve
hayvanseverlik kavramlarina ulasilmigtir. Antik Yunan tragedya metinlerinde vatandaslarin
sahip olmasi gereken beceriler olarak ise en ¢ok elestirel diisiinme ve en az olarak ise kalip
yargl ve on yargiyl fark etme, degisim ve siirekliligi algilama, tartisma ve kanit kullanma
becerileri incelenen metinlerde tespit edilmistir. Antik Yunan tragedya metinlerinde,
vatandaslarin sahip olmasi gereken gorev ve sorumluluklar olarak ise en ¢ok ulasilan gorev ve
sorumluluk, vatanmini bircok seyden iistiin tutmak; en az olarak ise yasalara uymak,
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yardimsever olmak, askerlik gorevi olarak ulasilmigtir. Rastlanilan sonuclarin tragedyanin
ickin amaciyla uyustugu acikca goriilmektedir. Zira ele alinan eserlerin tragedya olusunun bir
sonucu olarak bu sonuclarin elde edilmesinde, tragedyanin kendi 6ziinde yer alan “Her
tutkusal durum ortak bir hareket icerisinde yer alir: Gurur yiikselir, kiskan¢hk egrilir ve
gizlenir, utanc alcalir, 6viinme doner...” (Lecoq, 1987, s.152) seklinde trajik olandaki katastrofi
anlatis1 onem arz etmektedir. Bu tamima uygun olarak tragedyanin bir arinma, ogreti ve
didaktik bicim igermesi, kendi i¢cinde kaginilmaz bir¢ok deger, beceri ve gorev ve sorumluluk
icermesini de saglamistir. Calismanin da gosterdigi iizere, deger, beceri, gorev ve sorumluluk
sonuglarinda en fazla rastlanilanlarin direkt vatandashk kavramu ile iligkili olmasi, politize
olmus bir trajik anlatinin Antik Yunan metinlerinde saptanabilir oldugunu gostermektedir.

Vatandaslik, her cagda baska anlamlar tasimis olsa dahi, insanoglunun “vatandas”
olgusuna yaklasimi caglar boyunca benzerlik gostermistir. Antik caglardan bu yana yapilan
yasalar, devletlerin verdigi kararlar veya her tiirlii diplomatik metinler incelendiginde, bir
vatandasin her daim sahip olmasi gereken degerler, beceriler ve sorumluluklar bulunmaktadir.
Giiniimiizde bunlar her ne kadar somut sekilde kurumlar tarafindan olusturulup
denetlenmekte olsa da ge¢misten etkilenmeksizin ortaya konulduklar: soylenemez. Calismanin
da ortaya koydugu tizere, Antik Yunan’dan giiniimiize aktarilmis bircok deger, beceri ve
sorumluluk goze carparken, giinlimiizde 6nemini kaybetmis bircogu da mevcuttur. Giiniimiiz
diinyasinin modern yaklagimlarinin ele aldigi vatandaghk egitimi, bireylerin topluma
uyumunu saglamak ve etkin vatandaslar yetistirmek iizerinedir. Bu amac¢ dogrultusunda
iilkelerin politikalar1 da degisim gostermektedir. Her iilkenin hem kendi tarihinden hem de
diger iilkelerin tarihinden yararlanarak kiimiilatif bir degerler sistemi ortaya koymus olmasi
yadsinamazdir. Bu ¢alismada da ortaya koyuldugu iizere, sonuclarin giiniimiizle benzer
kavramlar icermesi, bu kavramlarin edebi metinler olan tragedyalarda yer almasi, halkin ic ice
oldugu yerlerde bu tragedyalarin sahnelenmesi ve gizil veya acik sekilde topluma bunlarin
benimsetilmeye calisilmasi da giiniimiizle ortiisen bir politika olarak goze carpmaktadir.
Delil'e (2024) gore de vatandaglik terimi Eski Yunan'da gilinlimiiz ile benzer anlamda
kullanilmaktadir. Bu caligma sonuclar1 da arastirmadan elde edilen sonuglar1 destekler
niteliktedir.

Degerler egitimi acisindan tragedyalarin incelenmesinin, tragedya oyunlarinin serim-
diigiim-coziim dongiisiinde yasananlarin sonucunda; degerlerin elestirisi, degerlerin yikimi ve
tekrar degerlerin insas1 bakimindan onem arz ettigi goriilmektedir. Arastirma sonuclarim
biitlin olarak ele aldigimizda, elde edilen sonugclarin, incelenen tragedyalarin olay dongiileri
icinde degerler bakimindan diigiim boliimlerinde yasanan felaketler (catastrophe) ve ¢oziim
boliimiinde yeniden insa edilen yasantilardan ¢ikarildig: goriilmektedir. Antik Yunan’in kendi
icerisinde doniismeye acik yapisi; felsefe, bilimler ve kiiltiir agisindan da bu doniistimiin somut
kalintilarimi glintimiize tasimigtir. Zira ¢calismada elde edilen degerlerin frekanslarindan ziyade
bircok degerlere rastlanmis olmasi, Antik Yunan'in farkh kiiltiirlere ve dolayisiyla farkh
degerlere yonelik kapali bir zihin yapisinin olmadigimi gostermektedir. Vatandasin tasidig:
diger temel ozellikler olan beceri ve gorev sorumluluklar acisindan da Antik Yunan tragedya
metinlerini inceledigimiz de ise bircok beceri ve gorev sorumluluk yer aldig: goriilmektedir. Bu
sonuclar degerlendirildiginde ise gilinlimiiz vatandasin sahip olmasi gereken temel ozellikler
oldugu goriilmektedir. Genel olarak arastirmadan elde edilen sonuclarda Antik Yunan
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tragedya metinlerinde tasvir edilen vatandas kavrami 6zelliklerine bakildigi zaman giinlimiiz
vatandag kavrami ile benzerlikler goriilmektedir.

Oneriler

Aragtirma sonuclarindan hareketle su Oneriler gelistirilebilir: Arastirmada Antik Yunan
tiyatro metinlerinde vatandas kavrami incelenmistir. Yapilacak olan diger calismalarda da
iilkeler su anki mevcut egitim sistemlerinde yer alan vatandas kavrami ile Antik Yunan
tragedya veya gecmise ait ilgili olabilecek farkl metinleri vatandashk acisindan karsilagtirmali
olarak incelenebilir. Boylelikle gecmis ve su anki vatandas kavrami arasinda benzerlik ve
farkliliklar ortaya konmasina faydali olunabilir.

Yine yapilabilecek diger calismalarda vatandaghk kavrami farkli boyutlar ile alinip
incelenebilir. Arastirmada dokiiman incelemesi araciligiyla veriler toplanmistir yapilabilecek
benzer ¢calismalarda farkli veri toplama teknikleri de ise kosulabilir. Bu calisma dogrultusunda
elde edilen veriler iilkelerin mevcut egitim sistemlerine entegre edilerek kaybolan degerlerin
yasatilmasi saglanabilir.
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